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Abstract We report a new observation of the olivine
B-type lattice-preferred orientation (LPO), from the
garnet peridotite at Cima di Gagnone, Switzerland. The
olivine B-type fabric forms at low temperatures and/or
high stress in the presence of water, and is of particular
interest because it may be used to explain the trench-
parallel shear-wave splitting that is often observed at
subduction zones. In conjunction with the olivine B-type
fabric, we have found strong orthopyroxene LPO that is
identical to those formed under water-free conditions.
This suggests that water may not have a significant effect
on orthopyroxene fabric. From the olivine microstruc-
ture, we determine that a stress of 22 ± 8 MPa was
applied during the deformation event that formed the
olivine LPO. Using an olivine flow-law, and assuming
geological strain-rates, we determine the temperature of
deformation to be 800 ± 175�C. This does not preclude
an ultra-deep origin for the ultramafic rocks at Cima di
Gagnone, but indicates that much of the deformation
recorded in the microstructure occurred at modest
temperatures.

Introduction

When the upper mantle deforms, olivine develops a
lattice-preferred orientation (LPO) that is detectable as
seismic anisotropy. Recent experimental work by Jung
and Karato (2001a) and Katayama et al. (2004) has
shown that in the presence of water olivine can adopt
several distinct LPOs, which alter the typical relationship
between deformation and seismic anisotropy (Nicolas

and Christensen 1987; Ben Ismail and Mainprice 1998).
Of particular interest amongst these is the ‘‘B-type’’
fabric, which forms by deformation that is predomi-
nantly accommodated by the [001](010) slip system. This
type of deformation generates a shear-wave splitting
signature with the polarization of the fast shear-wave
normal to the direction of flow, within the shear-plane
(Katayama and Karato 2006; Kneller et al. 2005). Thus,
the B-type fabric can explain the trench-parallel shear-
wave splitting often observed in arc environments (e.g.
Russo and Silver 1994), without invoking trench-parallel
flow induced by local plate motions (Fischer et al. 1998;
Smith et al. 2001; Mehl et al. 2003), oblique subduction
(Hall et al. 2000), slab roll-back (Peyton et al. 2001), or
strain partitioning in partially molten peridotite
(Holtzman et al. 2003).

Because experimental rock deformation studies are
necessarily conducted at much higher strain-rates
(typically 10�4 to 10�6 s�1) than those in Earth (10�13 to
10�15 s�1), it is not straightforward to apply laboratory
data to Earth’s interior. In the initial study of olivine
fabrics by Jung and Karato (2001a), the B-type fabric
was found only at high stress (>340 MPa), at temper-
atures of �1,200�C. However, recent experimental work
by Katayama and Karato (2006) has found that at lower
temperatures the boundary between the B-type and
C-type fabrics occurs at lower stresses. To further bridge
the gap between experiments and nature it is helpful to
identify these experimentally produced fabrics in natu-
rally deformed rocks, and constrain the temperature,
pressure, and chemical environment in which the
deformation occurred. In this study, we report the
identification of B-type fabrics in the garnet-bearing
peridotite massif at Cima di Gagnone, Switzerland, and
use microstructural information to constrain the condi-
tions of deformation. B-type fabrics have previously
been found in the Yushigou peridotite, China (Song and
Su 1998), in the Sambagawa metamorphic belt,
S.W. Japan (Yoshino 1961; Mizukami et al. 2004), and
in the Almklovdalen massif, S. Norway (Cordellier et al.
1981). However, of these studies, only Mizukami et al.
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(2004) were able to determine the conditions of defor-
mation during the development of the LPO.

There is one previous report on olivine LPO from the
Cima di Gagnone massif, in which Frese et al. (2003)
document the presence of the C-type fabric, which is
characterized by deformation on the [001](100) slip
system. In a more comprehensive description of the
locality, Frese (2001) also shows LPO data from one
sample that appears to be an example of a B-type fabric.
C-type fabrics have also been extensively described at
nearby Alpe Arami, an ultramafic body that lies in the
same horizon of the Adula/Cima Lunga nappe (Mockel
1969; Buiskool Toxopeus 1976; Frese 2001).

Although several olivine fabrics have been docu-
mented in experiments and in natural rocks, there have
been limited comparable studies of orthopyroxene fab-
rics. In naturally deformed rocks, orthopyroxene is
generally found to exhibit only one type of LPO,
resulting from deformation on the [001](100) slip system
(Christensen and Lundquist 1982). In this study, we
have also examined the orthopyroxene LPO to compare
the LPOs of olivine and orthopyroxene deformed under
similar conditions.

Alpe Arami, and to a certain extent Cima di Gag-
none, have been the subject of an ongoing controversy
over their depth of origin. Some groups have advocated
ultra-deep (>300 km) origins (e.g. Dobrzhinetskaya
et al. 1996; Green et al. 1997; Bozhilov et al. 1999), while
others have argued for shallower origins (e.g. Hacker
et al. 1997; Nimis and Trommsdorff 2001). While we do
not propose to resolve this controversy here, we have
used our microstructural analyses of Cima di Gagnone
and others’ analyses of Alpe Arami to place new con-
straints on the conditions of deformation. These results
do not constrain the maximum depth of origin of these
rocks, but may provide new insight into their meta-
morphic and deformational history.

Geologic setting

Cima di Gagnone, Alpe Arami, and numerous smaller
ultramafic bodies appear along a narrow tectonostrati-
graphic horizon in the upper part of the Adula/Cima
Lunga nappe, in the Central Alps, Ticino, Switzerland
(Pfiffner and Trommsdorff 1998) (Fig. 1). The Adula/
Cima Lunga nappe is thought to have been part of the
former European continental margin (Schmid et al.
1990), which was subducted beneath the Adriatic Plate
during the Alpine orogeny, and subsequently exhumed.
There are a number of small ultramafic bodies that
outcrop at Cima di Gagnone, although garnet-bearing
peridotite has only been found at the core of one large
(�50 m) lens (outcrop Mg160; Evans and Trommsdorff
1978). The garnet-bearing core is small (�4 m) and
lherzolitic in composition. Frese et al. (2003) report
modal abundances of 65% olivine, 15% clinopyroxene,
10% orthopyroxene, and 10% garnet. Surrounding the
core is a mantle of peridotite that has been retrogressed

at amphibolite conditions and contains various amounts
of chlorite, amphibole, and spinel, replacing garnet and
clinopyroxene. Although the lens is petrologically var-
ied, the structure is fairly constant throughout (Evans
and Trommsdorff 1978).

Methods

Several samples were collected from both the garnet-
bearing and the retrogressed portions of the Cima di
Gagnone peridotite. Thin-sections were cut parallel to
the lineation and perpendicular to the foliation for
microstructural analysis. The LPO of olivine, orthopy-
roxene, and clinopyroxene (when present) was measured
for each sample using the electron backscatter diffrac-
tion (EBSD) technique (Prior et al. 1999). EBSD mea-
surements were made on an FEI XL-30 ESEM-FEG,
with an accelerating voltage of 20 kV and a beam cur-
rent of 2.4 nA at a working distance of 20 mm. The
sample was scanned in a grid pattern with a step size
roughly equal to the mean grain-size. At each point, the
EBSD pattern was indexed manually to guarantee an
accurate solution and to ensure that individual grains
were not counted multiple times. For olivine, a mini-
mum of 150 discrete grains were measured for each
sample (Skemer et al. 2005). Seismic anisotropy was
calculated from the orientation data (Mainprice 1990)
using elastic constants at 3 GPa and 800�C for olivine
(Isaak 1992; Abramson et al. 1997), orthopyroxene
(Frisillo and Barsch 1972; Chai et al. 1997), and clino-
pyroxene (Collins and Brown 1998). Dislocations in
olivine were observed by the oxidation decoration
technique (Kohlstedt et al. 1976) using both an optical
microscope and a scanning electron microscope (Karato
1987).

Fig. 1 Geologic map of the region showing the basic nappe
structure and the locations of Cima di Gagnone and Alpe Arami.
Modified from Evans and Trommsdorff (1978)
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Results

Microstructural observations

All samples exhibit a well-developed foliation and line-
ation, defined by the shape-preferred orientation of the
olivine, pyroxenes, and garnet when present. Typical
microstructures for the garnet-bearing and retrogressed
peridotites are shown in Fig. 2a, b, respectively. Olivine
grains are elongated, with a mean grain-size of �1 mm,
as determined by the mean-intercept technique, using a
stereographic correction of factor of 1.5. In thin-section,
olivine shows no evidence of internal deformation.
Often, several grains of similar orientations are found in
elongate clusters, suggesting that these grains were
derived from a single grain by dynamic recrystallization.
Applying the grain-size piezometer of Jung and Karato
(2001b), we determine that the stress during this defor-
mation event was 22 ± 8 MPa. The uncertainty in the
stress estimate comes from the error in the laboratory
measurement of grain-size. Olivine grains contain
abundant inclusions of ilmenite, which are oriented
parallel to the olivine [010] axis. These inclusions are
heterogeneously distributed, but are found in virtually
all grains. Dislocations are often seen associated with the
ilmenite inclusions. This is illustrated in Fig. 2c where
dislocations are shown extending from the tips of
ilmenite inclusions. Although there are few subgrain
boundaries, arrays of straight, parallel dislocations can
occasionally be seen in decorated samples. The orienta-
tions of these tilt-walls and their constituent dislocation
lines, determined by EBSD and optical microscopy,
indicate that the deformation that formed the disloca-
tion microstructure primarily involved the [100](010)
and [100](001) slip systems. The density of these dislo-
cations is related to the stress of this deformation event.
Applying an olivine dislocation density piezometer, we
determine that the stress during this deformation event
was 28 ± 6 MPa (Karato and Jung 2003). Orthopy-
roxene grains are roughly the same size as the olivine
grains and are often concentrated in long, narrow bands
that parallel the foliation. Some bands can be a centi-
meter in length, and contain several individual grains
aligned in series. Orthopyroxene grains display a well-
developed subgrain microstructure (Fig. 2a, b). In the
garnet-bearing peridotite, the garnet is highly deformed
and concentrated in millimeter scale bands, with
numerous pyroxene and amphibole inclusions. There is
no evidence, however, of pyroxene exsolution from a
majoritic precursor. In the retrogressed peridotites,
chlorite and amphibole appear in millimeter scale clus-
ters with no shape-preferred orientation (Fig. 2c).

Lattice-preferred orientation

The olivine, orthopyroxene, and clinopyroxene LPOs
are shown in Fig. 3. The pole figures are oriented so

Fig. 2 a Photomicrograph of a garnet lherzolite (sample PK-02)
and b a retrogressed peridotite (sample PK-06) from Cima di
Gagnone. Ol olivine, Opx orthopyroxene, Gt garnet, Ct chlorite, Tr
tremolite. The photomicrographs are oriented so that the lineation
is East–West, and the pole to the foliation is North–South. Most
minerals are elongated parallel to the shear-direction, particularly
the orthopyroxene and the garnet. Orthopyroxene has a well-
developed subgrain microstructure. Chlorite + tremolite clusters
in the retrogressed peridotite show little to no shape-preferred
orientation. c Backscatter image of a decorated olivine grain from
sample PK-02. Ilm ilmentite. Dislocations can be seen nucleating
from the ilmenite rods, suggesting that the dislocation microstruc-
ture post-dates the precipitation of the ilmenite
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that the lineation is E–W and the pole to the foliation
is N–S. Samples PK-02, PK-03 (garnet lherzolites), and
PK-04 (a retrogressed peridotite), display reasonably
clear olivine B-type fabrics, with [001] axes parallel to
the lineation and [010] axes normal to the foliation.
Sample PK-06, another retrogressed peridotite, has an
anomalous fabric with the [010] axes closest to the

lineation, and the [100] axes closest to the foliation
normal. Because the [010] axes are clustered close the
lineation direction, deformation would seem to be
characterized by a [010] Burgers vector. This type of
fabric has not, to our knowledge, been observed else-
where, although TEM studies have identified [010]
Burgers vectors in other naturally deformed olivine

Fig. 3 Pole figures showing the olivine, orthopyroxene, and clino-
pyroxene lattice-preferred orientation. N is the number of discrete
grains measured. The pole figures (equal area, upper-hemispheric
projections) are oriented so that the lineation is E–W and the pole to
the foliation is N–S. Samples PK-02, PK-03, and PK-04 show olivine
B-type fabrics. Sample PK-06 shows an anomalous fabric that would

seem to be characterized by deformation in the b = [010] direction.
All samples show a strong orthopyroxene fabric of typical
orientation. Samples PK-02 and PK-03 also show a strong
clinopyroxene fabric with [001] axes parallel to the lineation and
[100] axes normal to the foliation. Samples PK-04 and PK-06 have
no clinopyroxene, so no pole figures are shown
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samples (Fujino et al. 1993). The orthopyroxene in all
samples shows a very strong preferred orientation, with
[001] axes parallel to the lineation and [100] axes nor-
mal to the foliation. This LPO is typical of mantle-
deformed orthopyroxene, although the fabric is
unusually strong (Christensen and Lundquist 1982;
Nicolas and Christensen 1987). The clinopyroxene LPO
is also strong, and like orthopyroxene is characterized
by [001] axes parallel to the lineation and [100] axes
normal to the foliation.

Seismic anisotropy

Figure 4 shows the calculated seismic anisotropy for the
garnet peridotite sample PK-02. The pole figures are
oriented parallel to the shear-plane with the lineation
oriented E–W to facilitate comparisons with seismic
data. The seismic anisotropy generated by olivine,
orthopyroxene, and clinopyroxene are shown separately,
and are also shown combined in normalized modal
proportions (olivine 72%; clinopyroxene 17%; ortho-
pyroxene 11%; Frese et al. 2003). Garnet was not con-
sidered because it is elastically isotropic and represents
only a small volume fraction of the samples.

In sample PK-02, as in all B-type fabrics, the seis-
mically fast olivine a-axes are clustered normal to the
lineation, in the shear-plane. Thus, P-waves propagate
fastest in this direction. In both orthopyroxene and
clinopyroxene, the a-axes are clustered normal to the
shear-plane, with the intermediate c-axis parallel to the
shear-direction. Thus, P-waves in orthopyroxene and
clinopyroxene propagate fastest normal to the shear-
plane. P-wave azimuthal anisotropy is moderate in
olivine and orthopyroxene at 2.6 and 2.9%, respectively.
P-wave azimuthal anisotropy is relatively large in clin-
opyroxene (8.1%), which reflects the strength of the
clinopyroxene fabric, as well as its strong single crystal
anisotropy. Combined with olivine in modal propor-
tions, the pyroxenes have a significant influence on the
P-wave anisotropy. In the aggregate, the fastest
propagation direction for P-waves is normal to the
shear-plane, and the slowest direction is parallel to the
shear-direction.

In olivine and clinopyroxene, the polarization
direction of the faster shear-wave passing through the
shear-plane is normal to the direction of flow. In orth-
opyroxene the faster shear-wave is polarized parallel to
the direction of flow. When combined in aggregate, the
polarization of the fast shear-wave passing through the
shear-plane is normal to the direction of flow.

Discussion

Deformation history

The microstructural observations reported above pro-
vide some primary constraints on the relative timing of

deformation events. In olivine, the dislocation micro-
structure we observe is consistent with deformation on
the [100](010) and [100](001) slip systems. We do not see
any evidence of [001](010) slip, as would be expected if
the dislocation microstructure was formed during the
deformation event that formed the B-type LPO. From
laboratory experiments it is known that a dislocation
microstructure can be altered with as little as a 1% strain
(Durham et al. 1977). However, to alter LPO requires
several tens of percent strain (Zhang and Karato 1995).
Thus, the deformation event that produced the disloca-
tion microstructure must have occurred after the
deformation that produced the LPO and must have
accommodated minimal strain so as not to alter the
preexisting LPO. If this late stage deformation event was
extremely short, it is possible that some [001](010) dis-
locations would still be present in the sample, however
none were found. Many of the dislocations in olivine can
be seen emanating from the tips of the ilmenite inclu-
sions. The association of dislocations and ilmenite
inclusions can be thought of in one of two ways: either
the inclusions nucleated first, and the dislocations were
generated from the stress concentration at the tips of
these inclusions, or the dislocations existed first and the
inclusions precipitated preferentially on the dislocation
lines. There is no definitive evidence to distinguish be-
tween these two hypotheses, however the morphology of
the dislocations (Fig. 2c) seems to support the idea that
the deformation event that produced the dislocation
microstructure occurred after the precipitation of these
inclusions. In the retrogressed peridotites, clusters of
chlorite and amphibole (the products of the retrograde
reactions) do not show any shape-preferred orientation.
This suggests that most deformation ceased before the
retrograde metamorphism occurred.

To further constrain the conditions of deformation,
we relate two deformation microstructures—the olivine
recrystallized grain-size and olivine LPO—to experi-
mental data on the deformation of olivine. As we noted
earlier, the clusters of similarly oriented olivine grains
suggest that the olivine has completely recrystallized.
From the B-type LPO, we know that this recrystalliza-
tion and deformation occurred in the presence of water
(>200 H/106 Si; Jung and Karato 2001a). Using an
olivine recrystallized grain-size piezometer, we calculate
that the differential stress applied during this episode of
deformation was 22 ± 8 MPa (Jung and Karato
2001b). This value for stress can be inserted into a flow
law for olivine (Karato and Jung 2003); given some
assumptions about pressure, water content, and
strain-rate, this allows us to solve for the temperature of
deformation.

_e ¼ ACr
H2O

rn exp �E� þ PV �

RT

� �
ð1Þ

In Eq. 1, _e is the strain-rate, A is a pre-exponential
factor, CH2O is the water content, r is the stress, r and n
are constants, E* is the activation energy, P is the
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pressure, V* is the activation volume, R is the gas con-
stant, and T is the temperature. In Fig. 5, we evaluate
Eq. 1 over a range of pressures at constant stress and
water content. The absence of pyroxene exsolved from
majorite is a strong indication that the pressure never
exceeded �6 GPa (Akaogi and Akimoto 1977). Thus, in
this calculation, we consider pressures from 2 to 6 GPa.
The water content during deformation is not well con-
strained, however it must be greater than �200 H/106 Si
to generate a B-type fabric (Jung and Karato 2001a) and
must be less than the solubility limit of water in olivine
(Kohlstedt et al. 1996). For the calculation shown in
Fig. 5 we use a water content of 1,000 H/106 Si. For a
range of reasonable geologic strain-rates (10�13 to
10�15 s�1) and a range of pressures, the temperature

during deformation is constrained to be 800 ± 100�C.
The uncertainty in the stress measurement and the water
content each contribute approximately one order of
magnitude uncertainty in strain-rate. This translates into
an additional uncertainty in temperature of approxi-
mately ±75�C. Thus, our conservative estimate is that
the temperature during deformation was 800 ± 175�C.

This conclusion is supported by the work of Katayama
and Karato (2006), who have analyzed the deformation
conditions where B-type fabrics are expected to form.
Using experimental data and some theoretical analysis,
Katayama and Karato (2006) have shown that the
B-type to C-type fabric transition is primarily depen-
dent on temperature and stress with the B-type fabric
dominating at low temperatures and/or high stresses

Fig. 4 Seismic anisotropy for
garnet peridotite sample PK-02.
These pole figures are oriented
parallel to the foliation plane,
with the lineation E–W.
Olivine, orthopyroxene, and
clinopyroxene are shown
individually, and combined in
normalized modal proportions
(72% olivine; 17%
clinopyroxene; 11%
orthopyroxene). The first
column shows P-wave azimuthal
anisotropy and the second
column shows shear-wave
splitting anisotropy. The third
column shows the polarization
direction of the fast shear-wave
passing through the sample in
various directions. In the
aggregate peridotite, fast shear-
waves passing through the
shear-plane will be orientated
normal to the direction of shear
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(Fig. 6). The temperature of the transition at reasonable
geologic stresses is predicted to be between 650 and
800�C. Thus, the deformation that produced the B-type
LPO at Cima di Gagnone is predicted to occur at less
than 800�C, which is broadly consistent with our con-
clusions. Likewise, the deformation of nearby Alpe
Arami, with its well-known C-type fabric (Mockel 1969;
Buiskool Toxopeus 1976; Frese 2001), is predicted to
occur at higher temperatures. The olivine recrystallized
grain-size at Alpe Arami is not significantly different
than the recrystallized grain-size at Cima di Gagnone.
Thus, the stress and temperature of deformation are
likely to be similar. We speculate that the deformation
conditions at Cima di Gagnone and Alpe Arami nar-
rowly bracket the B-type to C-type fabric transition
temperature determined by Katayama and Karato
(2006). While we do not wish to place too much
emphasis on thermobarometry as it cannot be directly
correlated with a specific deformation event, it is
interesting to note that the equilibrium temperatures for
Cima di Gagnone and Alpe Arami reported by Nimis
and Trommsdorff (2001) also roughly bracket this fabric
transition (740 and 830�C, respectively).

Lattice-preferred orientation and seismic anisotropy

In Frese et al. (2003) the authors studied the olivine LPO
from the garnet-bearing portion of the peridotite at
Cima di Gagnone. The fabrics they found had olivine
[001] peaks parallel to the lineation and olivine [100]

peaks normal to the foliation, and were interpreted to be
C-type fabrics, similar to those documented at Alpe
Arami (Mockel 1969; Buiskool Toxopeus 1976; Frese
2001). Broadly speaking, the pole figures they show are
consistent with this interpretation. However, the pole
figures also exhibit secondary peaks with olivine [100]
axes normal to the lineation, within the foliation plane,
and with olivine [010] axes normal to the foliation. These
secondary peaks are consistent with a B-type fabric.
Therefore, an alternative interpretation of their data
would be that both the [001](100) and [001](010) slips
systems contributed significantly to the development of
the LPO. While we have not been able to independently
confirm the presence of a C-type fabrics at Cima di
Gagnone, it is reasonable to conclude that both fabrics
may be present in some places, particularly since our
temperature estimate places the conditions of deforma-
tion very close to the boundary between the B-type and
C-type fabric regimes.

All but one sample investigated in this study show
olivine B-type fabrics, which suggests that deformation
occurred in the presence of at least some water (Jung
and Karato 2001a; Katayama and Karato 2006). In all
of the samples studied, the olivine fabric is coupled with

Fig. 5 Flow law for olivine deforming by dislocation creep. Curves
are shown for a range of pressures (2–6 GPa) at constant stress
(22 MPa) and water content (1,000 ppm H/Si). Assuming reason-
able geologic strain-rates of 10�13 to 10�15 s�1, the temperature of
deformation is constrained to be between 700 and 900�C. Taking
into account the additional uncertainty in the stress measurement
and the water content, the temperature of deformation is
determined to be 800 ± 175�C. The flow law is from Karato and
Jung (2003); the parameters used in Eq. 1 are: A = 100.56

(MPa)�n�r; n = 3; r = 1.2; E* = 410 kJ/mol; V* = 11 cc/mol

Fig. 6 B-type to C-type olivine fabric transition, modified from
Katayama and Karato (2006). Solid squares are deformation
experiments that formed B-type fabrics; open squares are experi-
ments that formed C-type fabrics. Natural samples exhibiting
B-type fabrics are shown as black boxes; natural samples exhibiting
C-types fabrics are shown as white boxes. HA Higashi-akaishi
(adapted from Mizukami et al. 2004), CDG Cima di Gagnone (this
study), AA Alpe Arami (this study and Mockel 1969). The gray
region indicates the location of the boundary between the B- and
C-type regimes, constrained by the theory and experiments of
Katayama and Karato (2006). The error-bars for Cima di Gagnone
and Alpe Arami include the uncertainty in strain-rate, water
content, and stress. The uncertainty in pressure was not included in
this figure because the experimental data and data for Higashi-
akaishi are all from low pressures (1–3 GPa)
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a strong orthopyroxene fabric oriented in the usual way,
with the [001] axes parallel to the lineation and the [100]
axes normal to the foliation. Thus, we note that ortho-
pyroxene does not display any novel fabrics at these
particular deformation conditions. It is unclear whether
orthopyroxene ever displays additional fabrics and
experimental work covering a broad range of tempera-
ture, stress, and water content is needed. The clinopy-
roxene in the garnet peridotite samples also displays a
strong fabric with [001] axes parallel to the lineation and
[100] axes normal to the foliation. We wish to note that
the small volume fraction of pyroxenes in these samples
limits our ability to quantify fabric strength (Skemer
et al. 2005). Nonetheless, the fabric is sufficiently strong
that a qualitative assessment of fabric orientation and
strength is justified.

The seismic anisotropy produced by the B-type fabric
is geologically significant, because it generates shear-wave
splitting with the fast shear-wave polarized normal to the
direction of flow, within the shear-plane. It can therefore
be used to explain the often-observed trench-parallel
shear-wave splitting near subduction zones (Katayama
and Karato 2006; Kneller et al. 2005). Several other
studies have suggested alternative ways of generating
trench-parallel seismic anisotropy, generally requiring
large scale trench-parallel flow in the mantle wedge (Fi-
scher et al. 1998; Hall et al. 2000; Peyton et al. 2001; Smith
et al. 2001). While this may be reasonable under certain
circumstances (e.g. Mehl et al. 2003), it requires the
trench-parallel strain component to be much larger than
the trench-normal strain component induced by subduc-
tion. Another model for the generation of trench-parallel
shear-wave splitting has been proposed byHoltzman et al.
(2003). In the Holtzman et al. (2003) model, strain in a
partially molten aggregate is partitioned such that the
remnant solid olivine is sheared at 90� to the macroscopic
shear-direction. Thus, deformation in the A-type regime
generates an apparent B-type fabric in the reference frame
of themacroscopic deformation. It is this apparent B-type
fabric that Holtzman et al. (2003) observe experimentally.
However, if one was to examine their data in the reference
frame defined by the geometry of olivine deformation, one
would see an A-type fabric. In our study we investigate
our samples in a reference frame defined by the shape-
preferred orientation of olivine, orthopyroxene, and
garnet. In other words, we observe the fabrics in the ref-
erence frame defined by the geometry of crystal defor-
mation. Thus, the fabric we observe is an actual, not
apparent, B-type fabric and cannot be explained by the
Holtzman et al. (2003) model.

Conclusions

The B-type fabrics we observe at Cima di Gagnone,
coupled with the well-known C-type fabrics found at
Alpe Arami, provides an interesting natural laboratory
for the study of the B-type to C-type fabric transition.
While the metamorphic history of these rocks is still a

subject of contention, we demonstrate that the defor-
mation that produced the B-type LPO at Cima di
Gagnone occurred at 800 ± 175�C. This does not pre-
clude an earlier, higher temperature deformation event,
but does indicate that the deformation that produced the
B-type LPO occurred at relatively modest temperatures.
Observations of the B-type fabric in the lab and in
nature highlight its potential significance, and may be
used to explain trench-parallel seismic anisotropy.
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